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HOUSE CLEANING ON THE FUR FARM

B:} Frank G. Ashbrook, In Charge, Division of Fur Resources’

Even though you have given your ranch a late spring housetzleaning)

it wouldcalso/be good business to ‘repééfw”ol‘iis operation)in the fal]_.’ so that

the pens, dens, and premises are in the best possible sanitary condition

before/1 breeding season begins.,(\}iis possible to prevent,a considerable
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number of disease#{:; establishing and maintaining conditions most condueive

to health, Cleanliness and rational methods of management are marks of the

good rancher and successful fox-ralser, end aid in keeping foxes ims health?

and vigorc"ﬂ Dr. Karl B. Hanson, Director of the United States Flzr}Anixi:al
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Experiment Station,Aeallkaﬂbtenﬁonm the-factthat fur farmers skoukd

notAcenter so mich attention on curing diseases as on removing some of v
et
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their causes, éonsequently s, it is important that fox ranchers keep always = " ‘r., 7
in mind that it is better to try to prevent diseases than attempt to cure

them. Bones, pieces of food, and menure should not be allowed to accunlate

in the peng but should be picked up a‘at frequent intervals and burned.

Droppings (manure) are potentially dangerous because they frequently contain

worm eggs and disease germs.

"Contegious diseases are cmused by specific germs or viruses," sgys
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Dr. Hanson, "which wid# produce disease wh%et they gain access to
Coide ZHAA e dd R v ErAX

susceptible subjects." -They are mich inclined to spread; ang, are usuelly
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difficult to cure and quite often result in a high mortality.



Every fox farm should be equipped with a group of quarantine or re-
tention pens, which should be placed at least 15 feet apart and several hun-
dred feet from the main ranch and the feed room. There should be a sufficient
number of pens to accommodate 10 to 20 percent of the foxes on the ranch. New
stock should be quarantined and exsmined for infection of any kind an%yif nec-
ess&mg treated before being placed with healthy animals or in the breeding pens.
The removal of manure, litter, or refuse is essential not only because this
organic matter interferes with the action of most disinfectant§7but also becesuse
disinfectants act only to a limited depth. A satisfactory method of disinfecting
fox houses and nest boxes is as follows: First remove all menure, litter, and
other g;gris and safely dispose of it, preferably by burning; theg/'thoroughly
scrub the houses and nest boxes with & Sepercent solution of lye (sodium
hydroxide) or washing soda (sodium carbonate), using a stiff brush and being
sure to clean all corners and crevices; next,rinse with clear water and spray
with an effective coai—tar disinfectant solution; and finally dry the house
either by flaming it with a torch or by leaving it open for several hours.
Soaking-the ground with a}hot, 5¢percent saponified cresol solution or with
some other effective coal-tar disinfectant and flaming thoroughly with a large
torch are good methods of disinfeeting the pens ﬁ:% bacterisl organisms.

The greatest obstacles that fox farmers have to overcome are losses of
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their animals, mainly from contagious diseases. It-is—pocsibtie—to prevent st
shese diseases by teking precautionary measureé. Every fur fermer should
practice good sanitation on his ranch not only to prevent diseage but to give
the foxes every possible opportunity to remsin healthy and produce fur of
superior quality. |

Fleas are annoying to foxes)and on some ranches they are so numerous

that the quality of the fur is being impaired. Indications are that s
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flea infestation may be %&i&s;’éﬂ some of the tip—chewing that
has hg’gud cons:\.derable/d/ ageﬂto fox peltgs thenoby resulting in a loss

to the producer. TFleas should not be tolerated on any fox farm and every
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precention should be taken to combet theme = FCCCtieiicl,

Leaflet No. 4'9 "Hygiene in Fox Farming, by Karl B. Hanson, tells
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how it-is-—pessible to prevent disaase} and paraoltﬁg E you do not have
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a copy of this leefet Sotber—set-one before 35!1 start {f.he fall clean up.

Send your request to the Office of Information, ofdiee Department of Agriculture,

Washingem, D. C.



